POLAND UNDER PILSUDSKI
enemies by refusing the office. Instead he nominated a
candidate who was duly elected. The new President
was a man unknown in politics, a distinguished scientist
and industrial chemist, highly respected for his capable
management of the great chemical works at Chorzow
in Upper Silesia. His name was Ignace Moscicki.
Pilsudski himself accepted the post of War Minister and
Inspector of the Army, a tide he held, with but two brief
interludes as Prime Minister, until his death in 193 5. From
this comparatively modest office he directed the destinies
of Poland, during the next ten years exercising a virtual
although tolerant dictatorship over the country, naming
and deposing prime ministers, and occasionally exercising
his veto over questions of financial and economic policy,
but on the whole limiting himself to the organization
of Poland's defences. His first act as dictator was to revise
the Constitution. The new constitutional law, passed
in June 1926, left the form of the State and the liberties
of the citizens in general unchanged, but it radically
modified the relations between the President and parlia-
ment. It authorized the head of the State in the event
of a dispute between the Sejm and the government
to dissolve the lower house and to order new elections.
It also permitted the President to legislate in an emergency
by presidential decree, as is done in France. Finally, the
new Constitution limited parliamentary discussion of the
budget to four months, after which, even if not passed
by the House, the measure became kw.
Poland, under Pilsudski's authoritarian regime, now
experienced a period of internal calm, financial stability,
and even economic prosperity, A series of presidential
decrees during the first year of the new dispensation
introduced order in a number of fields, long neglected
during the period of parliamentary confusion. The
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